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Welcome



The Current Challenges of the
Carnegie Library

Inaccessible entrance, restroom, program space

Limited space for collections, programs, or services

Limited/dangerous parking

Inefficient building systems



Video

https://townofmontaguema-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lachlant_montague-ma_gov/IQCQoZqnkPgLSbAdciqIq6VrAThFZ27mrLVm6AhYbySP8-A?e=oIphap&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D


How we got here

















































































Library Spaces that meet
the community’s needs



Planning and Design Phase:
Cost Savings and

Sustainable Design



Cost Savings
Constructing new instead of adding to
Carnegie: $5 million saved
Not incorporating a basement: $2
million saved
Reduced building height by 4’: tens of
thousands saved
Using steel framing instead of
exposed mass timber, 20-25% cost
savings
Choosing an air to water hydronic
HVAC system instead of geothermal,
saving tens of thousands

Rooftop trellis removed from base cost,
saving $180,000
Incorporating infrastructure for
generator, but holding off on purchasing
a generator, $228,000 saved
Opted for Specialized Stretch Code
instead of LEED, saving certification
costs



Sustainability and Resilience
 Targeting Specialized Op-In Energy code 

 All electric NetZero systems

 Roof solar

 Low carbon concrete

Triple pane windows for energy savings



Total project costs – building
construction costs and soft
costs
Eligible Costs – Impact on award
State award and Town share

Project 
Costs



What is a debt exclusion?

A debt exclusion is a temporary
property tax increase that allows a
municipality to raise funds above its
normal levy limits topay for large
scale capital projects.​
The amount above the levy is equal
to the debt payment for that fiscal
year.​
Only lasts for the duration of the
debt payments for the project. Montague last passed a debt exclusion in 2018 for

the Public Works Facility​



To pass a debt exclusion a
town needs both of the
following:​
A two-thirds majority vote
at a Town Meeting, on May
2nd
A simple majority vote in a
town-wide election on June
24th

Debt Exclusion Voting Requirements



Levy Limits and Debt Exclusion Example​









New Library Tax Implications

Residential​
$49 per $100,000 of value​
$159 per year for the
averagesingle family home
($325,699)​

Commercial​
$81 per $100,000 of value



The Big Picture

Library Vote: June 24 - $12.4 M
Decided by simple majority in
town-wide election

Franklin County Tech School Vote:
Sep/Oct - $16 M
Decided by simple majority in 19-
town district-wide election







And now for a history
lesson















The libraries
already bring
immense value to
Montague.

Imagine how much
more we could do
with a  main library
that meets
community needs!



The current building is
inaccessible, inefficient, and
does not meet community

needs

This project was asked for and
directly shaped by the
Montague community

Receiving $11 million dollars
in state funding is a once in a
generation opportunity that

we don’t want to miss

A new building would support
economic activity, community

vibrance, and the town’s
desirability

Why
now?



Questions?
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