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The Current Challenges of the
Carnegie Library

Inaccessible entrance, restroom, program space
Limited space for collections, programs, or services
Limited/dangerous parking

Inefficient building systems






https://townofmontaguema-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lachlant_montague-ma_gov/IQCQoZqnkPgLSbAdciqIq6VrAThFZ27mrLVm6AhYbySP8-A?e=oIphap&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D
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"I love the
public
library! | use
it all the
time and
feel it is one
of the most
valuable
community
resources.
The staff are

Montague Public Libraries
Strategic Plan 2023-2028

Over several months, the Trustees of the Montague Public
Libraries and Library Director, Caitlin Kelley, gathered
public feedback to identify and prioritize the needs in the
community that can be supported by library services,
materials, programs and spaces.

What we learned: library strengths

+ The Montague Public Libraries’ greatest asset is its staff. 93.9% of survey
respondents agree or strongly agree that the Montague Public Libraries
have excellent customer service.

» Access to inter-library loan from the CW/MARS consortium.

+ The libraries are community gathering spaces, where residents can meet
and engage with neighborhood friends and new people, too.

+ The libraries feature a variety of collections, including the Camegie's
seed library, the Library(ies) of Things, and the local history collection.

» Residents want more programming on local history, gardening, and
literature and to hear about programs through multiple platforms.

+ Residents value being able to walk to their local library and want to see

the libraries collaborate with local erganizations.

What we learned: library barriers
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throughout 2022

Montague Public Libraries
Strategic Plan 2023-2028

What we learned: library barriers

« The Carnegie Library's hours are insufficient and the schedule is unwieldy and
difficult to remember. Many requested additional branch hours as well.

» Lack of meeting, teen, or program space and few comfortable options for
studying or gathering

« Buildings are inaccessible, not ADA compliant, and lack parking

« 70% ot survey respondents marked “providing sate, adequate, accessible,
inviting library tacilities that meet the needs of the community” as the libraries’

first priority in the next five years.
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Patrons find the current building:
Inaccessible, crowded, and noisy but
also charming and historic.

Many expressed their appreciation of
the library’s staff.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
20.9% 8.4%

Agree
18.1%

Survey Question

| find the size of the
Carnegie Library, its rooms,
and shelf space to be
sufficient to serve my
needs:

Neutral

Disagree 19 3%

33.7%

Survey Question

If you could change one thing about the Carnegie
Library building, it would be:

“Forget about changing one “Maintain its charm,
th|ng We need a new, maintain the hlgh quallty
modern, spacious building  staffing, reflect the

with a decent parking lot.”  changing needs of the
community.”

“More space, better
entrance”

Patrons frequently commented that
they want an addition or a new
building that “feels like Turners
Falls.”
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March 2023

"In light of community input, the Building Committee of the Trustees
recognize that Carnegie Library is not adequately meeting the needs
of the public, and we support moving forward with the Mass. Board

| of Library Commissioners' Mass. Public Library Construction Program
brocess to explore how we can better meet these needs."

.1 voted by the Building Committee of the Trustees, March 8,2023
“ [ voted by the full board of the Trustees, March 20, 2023




By WILL QUALE

MONTAGUE - "The Trustees
of the Montague Public Libranes
and the Librarics’ Director intend
to apply to the Massachusetts
Public Library Construction Pro-
gram in the hopes of expanding
the Camegie Library or construct-
ing a new main hibrary.”

S0 begins the letter of intent
which the Trustees have submitted
this week — with a letter of sup-
port from the selectboard — the first
milestone In a grant application
process that will involve substan-
tial community mnput through the
next year. The rest of our letter to

the Maccachneatte Raard af 1 ilhrarv

A Letter of Intent

process, and they had chosen ex-
pansion. In 2023, however, this has
changed. The process now begins
by exploring community needs and
how these could be met by both ex-
pansion and construction, allowing
communities to evaluate each and
then choose their best path forward.
The grant program has never giv-
en preference to one over the other:
since 1987, MPLCP grants have
funded 62 new buildings and 16Y
expansion and renovation projects.
To fulfill our purpose as Trustees
enabling our libraries to best serve
the needs and interests of our com-
munity — we will pursue this grant
with extensive public engagement.
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Grand Trunk
Hotel
1872-1968
RIP

CUMBERLAND FARMS

Ave, A and Second 5t.

Turners Falls

Mass.

Cumberland
Farms

1974-1993
-2023 RIP
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May 2024

MonNTAGUE PusLIC LIBRARIES
BuiLDING PROGRAM

201 Avenue A
Current Carnegie Library

201 Avenue A
(the Carnegie)

one accessible
parking spot
ramp to
accessible entry
green house
on rock ledge

———

100 fr

38 Avenue A
Proposed New Building Site

town/state
parking lot

38 Ave A

[——
100 fit
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TURNERS FALLS - "You
guys, we got the grant!” Mon-
tague public hbranes director
Caithin Kelley announced to the
town selectboard on Monday, re-
ferring to a $100,000 grant from
the state Board of Library Com-
missioners to design either a ren-
ovation of the Carnegie Library in

State Awards $100,000
For lerary Expansnon

R S
MIKE JACKSGN PHOTO

By the end of the one-year design phase, the lilrary frastees are expected fo choose T O F l 1 . 1 . 5 > '
between expanding the Carnegte Lilirary and building a new Gbrary downtonn, u r n ¢ r 5 a S5 0 r p ﬂ n > t 0 r a rl C "\'
By JEFF SINGLETON for construction funds, “provided main I | b raryv d owniown.
that we pass throuch the desien -



MPLCP Grants - Small Tier

a n u a r 2 0 2 5 Municipality Library Maximum Award Construction Status
y Springfield East Springfield Branch $100,000 Immediately Funded

Freetown Freetown Public Libraries  $100,000 Immediately Funded
Great Barrington Ramsdell Library $100,000 Waitlisted
Falmouth East Falmouth Branch $100,000 Woaitlisted

State Awards $ l OO ,OOO Berkley Berkley Public Library $100,000 Waitlisted
For Library Expansion
Vo e .-;-_*_. 5-.-...__: ' y -';*'-:E":'.'.; -

- R

MPLCP Grants - Medium Tier
e = Municipality Library Maximum Award Construction Status

fre ke Hanson Hanson Public Library $100,000 Immediately Funded
Yarmouth Yarmouth Town Libraries £100,000 Immediately Funded
Montague Carnegie Library $100,000 Immediately Funded
Clinton Bigelow Free Library $100,000 Immediately Funded
Northbridge Whitinsville Social Library $100,000 Waitlisted
v Hudson Hudson Public Library $100,000 Waitlisted
MIKE JACKSDN PHOTE _ o e . -~ Uxbridge Uxbridge Free Public Library  $100,000 Waitlisted

By the end of the one-year design phase, the lilrary trustees are expected fo choose
between expanding the Carnegie Library and building a wew Gbrary downtonn,

MPLCP Grants - Large Tier

By JEFF SINGLETON for construction funds, “provided
Municipality Library Maximum Award Construction Status

that we pass through the design
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2024 BUILDING PROGRAM 2025 PROGRAM CONFIRMATION / RIGHT-SIZING
PROGRAM COMPONENT COLL'N STACKS PATRON SEATS STAFF AREA (SF) COLL'N STACKS PATRON SEATS STAFF | AREA (SF) COMMENTS
wals It #ah aisle SFH |table soft comp prgm | opacs | werksin mat  qby  hakal wvials I #ah amisks BFS |fabla soft  iech prom| opacs | workstn st gty fotal
PUBLIC SPACES
) WELCOME CEMTER _ _
1 Entry Vestibule 120 1 120} | 100 1 100
2 Lobby i 116 1 116{ | 132 1 132| |2 benches (not counted in seating)
a Flevator 100 1 100| | B0 1 80| |elevator machine room in Bldg Ops
b Main Staincase 200 1 2001 | 283 1 283
o At Display F Gallery Hall 4 a6 1 46| | 4 45 1 46
3 Circulation Area 80| 1 3 218 1 218] | 20 1 3 ] 476 1 476| |includes service cesk, copy, fax,
a Book drop closst 20 1 200 | | 200 1 20
b Self Checkout Area 24 1 241 | - | imcirc 1 incirc
4  Business Center G4 B4 1 G| | G 64 1 G
5 Friends Book Sale Storage 2,000) 200 1 200 1 200 2,000 200 1 200 1 200
6 Gender Neutral Restroom e 2 118 59 2 118
7T Drinking Fountain in GSF 1 in GSF 20 1 20( |1 par floor
SUBTOTAL 2 154 ] [1] 3 1,526 2. 154 -] ] 3 1,538
B EVENT SPACES _ _
1 Upper Lobby ] 116 0 of | 132 1 132
a Elevator 100 0 0] | 80 1 B0| |elevator machine room in Bldg Ops
b Main Staircase _ 200 0 0] | 283 1 283
2 Community / Multipurpose Room | 100 269 1| 969 100 1,102 1 1102
3 Communily Room Slorage 150 1 150 | 150 1 150
4 Communily Room Kilchen a0 1 80| | B0 1 BO
5 Gender Neutral Restroom 59 2 118 68 2 118
6 Drinking Fountain in GSF 1 in GSF ] 200 1 20( |1 per floor
SUBTOTAL 0l 100 0 0 1,317 100 0 1] 1,965
c ADULT SERVICES _
1 Adult Collections 0 | 0
a Mew Books, Library of Things S00| 4 48 14 2 1 419 1 419 500 4 48 0 2 1 ] 475 1 475
b LoT Storage Closet 120 1 120 120 1 120
o DVDs 4842 285 5 36 18 2 480 1 480 4842 285 5 3B 14 2 S48 1 548
o Audiab ook siC s 1,511 &3 3 | 36 10 2 231 1 23111 1.9M B8 3 36 10 2 293 1 2493
a Monfiction BBEE| S8 47 38 90D “ a 1 BEd4 1 9B4| | BB3B| 98B 5 36 G& 4 0 1 998 1 5as
f Fiction 12,312] 1,368 47 36 124 i 4 1,313 1] 1313) | 12,312|1,368 5 36 a1 0 4 1,107 1 1,107
2  Intermet Computars 2 A 1 324 1 J24 2 B 1 432 1 432
3 Adult Reading Room LS00 16 ] B84 1 L84 16 B Bdg 1 E49| |includes cureni peniodicals
4  Local History Room 1,875 & 1 293 1 93 1,875 & 1 203 1 s03
5 Quiet Study Rooms 12 120 3 360( | 12 120 3 360
SUBTOTAL 30 2,730 257 63 2 1 5,397 298282730 186 65 2 1 5486
D YOUTH SERVICES
1 Children’s Room _ _ _
a Children's Service Desk _ 1| 1 186 1 186] | 1 1 206 1 206
b Baby & Toddler Area 100 | 4 3 1| 13 1 131 1040 4 3 1 181 1 181
¢ Preschool Ares 1,080 | 4 42 | 8 _ 2897 1) 28711 1,080 4 0 42 g 287 1 247
d Schook-Age Chikdren 10,000 4 42 6 2 737 1 7a7|| 10,000 4 42 & 2 | 70 1 70
@ Twaen Area 50 4 2 2 2 154 1 154] 50 4 2 2 2 154 1 154
2  Teen Area 1,800 | 4 8 4 2| 1 F aga 1 486) | 1,800 4 B 4 2 1 2 ] 495 1 495
3 Youth Program Room 30 450 1 450 | 30 450 1 450| |Story Hour, crafts (all ages)
a Program Room TablesChair Storaga 80 1 80| | BO 1 BO
b Program Room Supplies 25 1 25| | 25 1 25
5 Children's Libraran COffica ! Workroom 24000 ] 240 1 240| | 240 1] ] 234 1 234
6 Family Restroom 58 1 a9 | 59 1 59
SUBTOTAL 13,280] L] 75 1 3 2 B55 13,280 75 1 3 2,951
schwartz/silver 8102025 draft 1of 2



Main Floor - 2,000-11,000 SF

FRIENDS
BOOKSALE
ROOM

BOOK
DROP

ENTRY
VEST

T

ENTRY

BUSINESS
CENTER

ELEV

MAIN STAIR /
ART GALLERY

I LOBEY

PUBLIC
TOILETS

Upper Floor - 6,000-8,000 SF

FAMILY
TOILET

COMMUNITY
ROOM

(ITCHE

UPPER
LOBBY

CHILDREN'S ROOM

STORAGE
YOUTH

PROGRAM

ROOM

MAIMN STAIR /
ART GALLERY

PUBLIC
TOILETS
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OPTION 2B:

7,000 GSF LEVEL 2

10,000 GSF LEVEL 1 ' :
0 GSF LEVEL O - IIERERLEEN
17,000 GSF TOTAL -

schwarzs|lver | soeisgee oo tery 38 Avenus A - Sia Plan - OpSan 2

—approx 40'-0"

EE— e




ummer 2025

CRITERIA SITE 1A SITE 18 SITE 1C SITE 1D SITE 2
fAddition Side Rear/Side Rear Rear
lE:iatinE',ElJiIdinE: Footprint Moves - Move Move - MNew Building
fParcel Acquisitions = . 1 1
SITE STATISTICS
Location 201 Avenue A, Existing 201 Avenue A, Existing 201 Avenue A, Expanded 201 Avenue A, Expanded 38 Avenue A
Crhwmership Tawmn Tawn Town + Private Tawn + Private Town
Current Use Library + Park Library + Park Library + Residential Library + Residential Vacant
Zoning ME - Neighborhood Business ME - Neighborhood Business NE- Neignbarnood Busiess NE - Netghharhaod E“EI"ESE CHB - Central Business
RS5-1 - Residential 1 RS-1 - Residential 1
Assessed Value $1.979,200 $1,979,200 $2,147,700 $2,147,700 $71,700
SITE CONSIDERATIONS
il alive
weight |Technical Criteria score W ST noies score WO ST naies scome WD SOT niles score WO ST naies score WS noies
3 |Site/Program Fit 1 1 1 o] o 1
3 Construction Cost Estimate 1 comparabie 1 e subM o 0f +-$0.5M 1 Ioeest cost
2 Properiy Acguisition Cost a a 0 a §400k mst. 1 $a00k Bt 1 poterbal saln of camagies
2 |Availability ' )] e 1 '
2 |Move Existing Building of o 1 of] o of o
1 Relocation Cost ol o 0 o] o of  ffind tanae sor okl libeary?
1 Temporary Operations 1 A4 1 1 1 1 1
2 Cemoliticn/Site Prep | i 5 1 1
3 Constructakility -1 -1 g 1
3 Emvironmental Remediation -1 abate Carnegie buldng -1 phate Carnage baiding abate Carnegie buldng -1 phate Carnage baidng -4 conlamnaied Sols?
3 MHC Support -1 g aieitian -1 sidw ackdtion 1 i nia
2 Zoning Dimensions As Of Right 1 rear 1 rear rear 1 rear 1
1 |Zoning Parking As Of Right 1 nang 1 none 1 none 1 none 1
3 ACCess 1o Parking -1 -1 g 1
2 Fire Department Access -1 1 1 1
Technical Subtotal
relwt Subjective Criteria
3 Visibility 0 i 1 0 0 i
2 Impact on Neighborhood 1H 1 1 1
1 Historic Character 1 1 1 1 1| 1 0
3 MNeighborhood Support 0| i i | 1 I
1 |Pedestrian Access of o L I 1
Subjective Subtotal E |
o scone [ [ e [

MOTES

Sconng = hased on the fellowing veluses
=1 doeEs nol el pCr e regquuemenis
3 messsty minimium G T

1 prooods manimum program requiemants

Th ‘Wi fnned S ond (wid Scr] I8 determinad Dy thi
Ralatra Waight of a site cosnideation multipled by o
sCore

‘Weightad Score = Relative 'Waight @ Soore

Rzlatrve weight i based on the followng valuos:
U Goparsgara | oo ibsration
2 imporiant corgidaration

3'Vary impartant considaration
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Library Trustees Favor
New Construction as
Best Expansmn Strategy
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The vacant lot on the corner of Avenue A and Second Street is owned by the town,

By JEFF SINGLETON vating the existing Cammegie build-
ing 15 unrealistic and that a new fa-
TURNERS FALLS - After cility should be built on the vacant
years of controversy that extend as  town-owned lot at 38 Avenue A,
tar back as the early 20th century, This decision still leaves many
Montague’s library trustees have de- questions, including the final design
termined that the Camegie Library  for the proposed new library and
should be abandoned, and that a what would happen to the historic

TURNERS FALLS - After
years of controversy that extend as
far back as the early 20th century,
Montague's library trustees have de-
termined that the Camegie Library
should be abandoned, and that a
more modern facility should be con-
structed down the street to replace it
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WEEKEND EDITION

(GREENFIELD ! *¢

Volume 233, Number 191

Residents get glimpse
at new library planned
for 38 Avenue A

By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

TURNERS FALLS — The new li-
brary being planned in Turners Falls
will pay homage to the history and
culture of the village, according to ar-
chiteet Angela Ward Hyatt.

On Thursday, architectural design
firm Schwartz/Silver presented three
proposed floor plans and an early draft
exterior design for a building at 38 Av-
enue A that will replace the Carnegie
Public Library Ward Hyatt, who is
president of Schwartz/Silver, said that
designs have not been finalized, but

Serving Franklin County and .-

MONTAGUE

Historic character top of min

she believes the firm has come up with
an option that meets Monlague's
needs and fits with the look and style
of downtown Turners Falls.

“This is not a final design at all.
It's the beginning,” Ward Hyatt said.
“It’s the seed of an idea about how we
can make a building that is contex-
tual and respectful of this town.”

Ward Hyatt presented the draft
floor plans to residents at the Great
Falls Discovery Center, and said
each one built upon and improved
the last. Option A included a box-
shaped building, Option B was
slightly more rectangular with a few
wall pop-outs and Option C included
reading nooks with benches.

All options eall for two-story build-
ings that include open stacks, a chil-

i
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SCHWARTZ/SILVER
A proposed building design for a new library at 38 Avenue A in
SEE LIBRARY A6 Turners Falls.
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Volume 233, Number 301

Plans for new building at
38 Avenue A moving forward

By ERIN-LEIGH HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

MONTAGUE — A vear after the
Montague Publiec Libraries received
funding to join the Massachusetts
Public Library Construction Pro-
gram and begin planning for a new
or renovated building in Turners
Falls, designs for a new library were
approved by the DMassachusetts
Board of Library Commissioners
(MBLC) earlier this month,

The designs, crealed by archilec-
ture and design firm Schwartz/Silver,
were submilled to the MBLC late
last year. Montague Public Libraries
Director Caitlin Kelley explained on
Wednesday that the state provided
positive feedback on the way the [a-
cade blends in with the surrounding
downtown infrastructure and that

MONTAGUE

State approves library design

the moveable library furnishings are
being used effectively. She said the
only change the state recommended
was to add two half-window walls in
the second-floor children’s section
for sight-line improvements.

“Not only will we be able to very
easily make the change,” Kelley said
about the design revisions, “that ac-
tually ended up getting us a little bit
more room for books for teens, so
that ends up being a win-win.”

Over the summer, the library
trustees and the Library Building
Steering Committee both agreed to
move forward with building a new li-
brary at 38 Avenue A. A new building
at the 38 Avenue A site was one of two
options considered, with the other
option being to renovate the existing
Carnegie Public Library at 201 Av-
enue A. In public meetings to gather
feedback, accessibility, a design that
complements the surrounding down-

SEE LIBRARY AS

January 2026
RDER

Thursday, January 22, 2026

{&ra North Quabbin since 1792

Montague library
design gets state OK

LIERARY FROM Al

SCREENSHOT
A rendering by Schwartz/Silver of what the new library at

PALIL FRANZ / Staff Photo
38 Avenue A in Turners Falls could look like.

The lot at 38 Avenue A where the proposed new library will be in
Turners Falls.
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"Everything that happens now
is happening now!"




TURNERS FALLS

MILLERS FALLS

LAKE PLEASANT

MONTAGUE CITY

MONTAGUE CENTER GILL

ERVING

WENDELL LEVERETT
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State OKs $11.3 Million
For Downtown Library

By REPORTER STAFF

TURNERS FALLS - At a
meeting Thursday morning, the
Massachusetts Board of Library
Commussioners (MBLC) approved
a package of up to $11.29 milhion
to subsidize a new main hbrary in
Montague, according to informa-
tion shared with the Reporter fol-
lowing the meeting,

The state match, composed of a
haca award of un ta €10 04 million

bullding goals, would reimburse

47.6% of the projected total cost of

$23.70 million.

“It was awesome, hearing the
state recognize our work and sup-
port our project,” Montague public
libraries trustees chair Will Quale
said of the board’s decision.

According to Quale, Montague
1Is one of three Massachusetts
towns approved this week by the
MBLC for immediate construction
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Saturday May 2: Town Meeting

needs 2/3 majority to pass

Wednesday June 24: Special Election

townwide election, needs simple majority to pass
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Library Spaces that meet
the community’s needs
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Planning and Designh Phase:

Cost Savings and
Ve

Sustainable Design



Cost Savings

e Constructing new instead of adding to
Carnegie: $5 million saved

e Not incorporating a basement: $2
million saved

e Reduced building height by 4’: tens of
thousands saved

e Using steel framing instead of
exposed mass timber, 20-25% cost
savings

e Choosing an air to water hydronic
HVAC system instead of geothermal,
saving tens of thousands

e Rooftop trellis removed from base cost,
saving $180,000

e |ncorporating infrastructure for
generator, but holding off on purchasing
a generator, $228,000 saved

e Opted for Specialized Stretch Code
instead of LEED, saving certification
costs



Sustainability and Resilience

Targeting Specialized Op-In Energy code
All electric NetZero systems

Roof solar

Low carbon concrete

Triple pane windows for energy savings




Project
Costs

e Total project costs - building
construction costs and soft
costs

e Eligible Costs - Impact on award

e State award and Town share ciiver




What is a debt exclusion? ( (r'

o A debt exclusion is a temporary
property tax increase that allows a
municipality to raise funds above its
normal levy limits topay for large
scale capital projects.

e The amount above the levy is equal
to the debt payment for that fiscal
year.

e Only lasts for the duration of the

debt payments for the project. Montague last passed a debt exclusion in 2018 for
the Public Works Facility




Debt Exclusion Voting Requirements

e To pass a debt exclusion a
town needs both of the
following:

e A two-thirds majority vote
at a Town Meeting, on May
2nd

e A simple majority vote in a
town-wide election on June
24th




Levy Limits and Debt Exclusion Example

Levy Ceiling FY26=32,972,861 |——
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Annual Debt Payment
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B DPW Facility

Montague Debt Service Library Scenario
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B Multi-Purpose 2006 = Montague Center Roof Skateboard Park B Millers Falls Soil Stabilization ™ Strathmore Abatement B Police Station

Combined Sewer System Debt B Sewer Collection Phase 2 B Truck and Parking Lot Library




Montague Debt Service Ratio Library Only

e
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Short Term Debt Implications

There will also be short term debt implications as the library is being built. Long term debt is what is indicated in the
charts provided, however, until the project is complete, the Town will need to borrow funds to cover the expenses.

The short-term debt implications will come in the form of interest paid on the notes that are needed to get through the

different phases of the project. A recent example of a short-term note that was taken out for a 1-year term for
$2,560,800.00 with a 4.00% interest rate has an interest amount due at the expiration date of $102,432.00. These interest

amounts will need to be added to the operating budget each year which will further impact the tax levy.

The Town has an "AA" rating with Standard & Poors (11/11/21) which is defined as: "An obligor rated "AA' has very strong
capacity to meet its financial commitments. It differs from the highest-rated obligors only to a small degree”




New Library Tax Implications

Residential
e $49 per $100,000 of value
e $159 per year for the

averagesingle family home
($325,699)

Commercial
e $81 per $100,000 of value




The Big Picture

e Library Vote: June 24 - $12.4 M
e Decided by simple majority in
town-wide election

e Franklin County Tech School Vote:
Sep/Oct - $16 M

e Decided by simple majority in 19-
town district-wide election
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Montague Debt Service FCTS and Library Scenario

3]
||_
)
— —
L) -
Z 0
||_
|:_:|
L
]
L L L | L L | L L Ll m L Ml L - L L :g L m L L L L L M
= = =< =< - = =< =< =< =< =< = - =< =< = - = =< = = = =
P MJ hJ Pl il ad il Lad tBJ Lad s Lad fad Lad o £ &N - £ £ i £ =Y L
n = 0o o =] — ha L h 53] = o f) = — ha Cad fas h n = o0 D
B Multi-Purpose 2006 ® Montague Center Roof W Skateboard Park B Millers Falls Soil Stabilization ™ Strathmore Abatement B Police Station

B DPW Facility B Combined Sewer System Debt ® Sewer Collection Phase 2 ™ Truck and Parking Lot Library B FCTS

0sA4 I



Montague Debt Service Ratio with FCTS and Library
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And now for a history
lesson
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BATURDAY APRIL 11, 1908. { ‘:;

TURNERS FALLS GETS CARNEGIE I.IlIIlIY.

A Lively Btruggle Over High Bchool
Question—Close Contests at Monta-
gue Town Meeting.

The special town meeting fo:r the annual
appropriations for the town of Montague
| was held in the Hibernian hall. Dr. A. J.
| Nilms was moderator. The meeting was a
large one, the town beinz well represented,
Montague certalnly being out in fuli
strength,

The surprise of the day to most people was
the gift of $12500 to Turners Fall; for a
ibrary bullding by Andrew Carnegle. The

This is a gift that wi]] be prized by the peo-
ple of Tarners Fa''s, as there 18 no town
bulldlnsz there. Lo only town honse is at 4
Montague Center, which 18 now oceupled by
| the postoffice and Grand Army Pos', the
hall being used for social events. The library
at present has between 5000 and 6000 books
and 13 badly crowded in its present quarcters,




SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1903,
TURNERS FALLS 'ET' ““E.'Em.“' The :,t,ln of hlldln new High gchool

in.Tarners alls was that which drew the

le Over High School gople to the meeting
Contests at Iontt-

gue Town Meeting,

The lpwltltownmuttng fo: the annual
appropriations for the town of Montague
‘was held In the Hibernian hall. Dr. A. J.

A Lively Bt
Question—0

Nims was moderator. The meeting was a This is a gift that will be prized by the peo-
large one, the town beinz well represented, Ela“téﬁ Tarners Fa'lls, Hiq there 1115 no Ituwn
] ng there. lono only town honse 18 at

Montague certalnly being out in full Montague Center, which 18 now oceupled by
strength. the postoffice and Grand Army Poa*, the
The surprise of the day to most people was hall being used lor social events. The library

the gift of $12500 to Turners Falls for a at present has between 5000 and 6000 books
library bullding by Andrew Carnegle. The and 13 badly crowded in its present quacters,



Y, JULY 13, 1903.
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Views of Location Differ.

Turners Falls Divided as to Where High
School and ILibrary BShall Go.

The Peskeomskat club of Turpers Falls
held a special meeting Monday night to con-
sider available locatlons for the High school
buliding and the Carnegie library that is to
be erected. The selectmen, school commit-

tee and the committees on the two new bulld-
ings were invited, and there was a free inter-
change of 0plnlnna on the subject. C. M,
Burnett contended that both the school and
the library should be on the large lot donated
by the Turners Falls company. He did not
believe the avenue would be the place for
the bulldings, for it is only a question of
time when every avenue site will be wanted
for blocks. . H. P. Giilmore also favored
the lot of the 'l‘urners Falls Co.
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SATURDAY, JULY 13, 1903,
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Fred E. Allen thought the school and li-
b should be in the center of the village
handy to everybody. [Dri AT Jr la.lcf
that the people who wil derive the most
benefit from the library could une it to the
best advautage If placed ln the business cen-
ter. A special town meeting will probably
be called to deecide the matter.

*




SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1908,

: . | The lot offered by the power company was a }

| be olot or about a dozenaeres ranning along
Long Time to Get Carnegie Library. bluff

+ | | the originai plan was "iI‘J:D 1[%
| : :-i?if_“w’uir P ‘_fﬁhﬁ“r ilding. park for

Hill ¥ite Rejecoted at Town Meeting—Con-} | both 8ch 00| @ b

troversy over School and Library Sére.

ool and’ Hbrary,

It 18 "sup db some that the eompany
will not. llln to give a lot there merely
for a High school while others think that the
eﬁmpnny might do so. FIt't8“"probable’ that
f_ﬂn‘“”_}[:ﬁ Yol A m ‘E Ot .Luw‘;(um f"f_/?ﬂf_tjf Al u"rﬁ“ﬁ '
the H}DELT wilkzo down tow ) offort to
_ 1 get the Carnegle library nwlm agren.t deal
sectyon of negotiation as the nut. thing will be to
Pﬂﬁtﬂﬂ fﬂl‘ ‘hﬂ . | agree upon a lot, and then the arrangements
new High mnoal bulldingto be bulltupon the | | must be utlmot to the representatives of
lot oﬂer&d by the Water power company, or | | Mr. Carnegie, it 18 a long drawn out
the lot beyond W, L. Balmeou’s or elsew . 1' | process before t.he bullding can finally start,

lt. to reject the recommendation ot 5
| t.hocommlt __ a site on the blnl tor the
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The High School, Turners Falls, Mass,

1EMI | PURLIAHED BY TUCKER THE DREUGEIST
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The Carnegle Public Library, Turprl




The libraries
already bring
immense value to
Montague.

Imagine how much
more we could do
with a main library
that meets
community needs!

v MONTAGUE  \,p_ Activity between
July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025

. Total Value of Library

24,730 114!375 Programs and Services
Library Visits Items Circulated $2 ,5 9 3,99 9
1
9,397 % For every town tax
People Attended 900 dollar invested
2/2 Wireless Sessions $990

Library Programs Return on Investment

e
. 2% of your total taxes go to the Library



Why
now?

The current building is
inaccessible, inefficient, and
does not meet community
needs

Receiving $11 million dollars

in state funding is a once in a

generation opportunity that
we don’t want to miss

This project was asked for and
directly shaped by the
Montague community

A new building would support
economic activity, community
vibrance, and the town'’s
desirability



Questions?
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